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Wrapping up the Year, and what a Year it has Been!
We have made some significant strides and changes this year, with an end goal of being the best we can be and
doing the best we can for African wild dogs and large carnivore conservation in Zimbabwe. As we report on
some of our more significant achievements this year, and look forward to all that 2015 has in store, we would
like to sincerely thank each and every one of you for your support! We wish all of our friends, followers and
supporters all the best for the festive season and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.
As always, don’t forget to visit our website, join us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, and subscribe to our blog
to receive more regular updates on our work!
Investing in Future Leaders
This year we decided to add a new dimension to our Secondary Schools Scholarship Program by organising and
facilitating a conservation and leadership training field trip for our 14 scholarship students. The field trip was a
tremendous success and without a doubt a life-changing experience for the students! This is what a few of the
students and teachers had to say:
“The course gave us an opportunity to see wild animals for the first time and it was a great experience. We
truly appreciate support we are getting from AWCF. Our students have improved positively in class after the
course and we wish if this course could be an annual event.”
Masekai Secondary School
“We had nice time at Chishakwe and we learnt a lot. We are trying to start Environmental Club at our school
so that we can teach other students what we learnt.”
Chibuwe Secondary School
Our students were selected because they are academically bright and show immense potential to be
conservation ambassadors and leaders in their communities. We want to recognise and award this potential
and invest in the future of these individuals. We have committed to taking on another 5 students for next
year around Savé Valley Conservancy, and hopefully another 5 around Gonarezhou National Park! Thank you
to all of you who donate towards this program, without you these promising children would have no option
for secondary school education!
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Welcome Golden Mukaro!
Welcome to our new attachment student, Golden Mukaro. Golden earned a
Diploma in Education at Masvingo Teachers College, and he has worked for the
Ministry of Education Sport and Culture, Zimbabwe for five years. He is now a
third year student studying a B.Sc. in Forest Resources and Wildlife
Management at National University of Science and Technology in Zimbabwe.
Golden will live on-site with us for a year, and is interested in addressing major
conservation threats to African wild dogs through community education.

A Good Year for our Education and
Outreach Program
For any of you who have met Victor, our Community Liaison
Officer, or had the chance to go out with him whilst he goes
about his work in the schools, you will know just how
committed he is to his work and how focused he is at delivering
our conservation messages to the Zimbabwean youth. This year
was no different!
A significant contribution to the schools program this year
was the distribution of our Lowveld ABC resources to every
school. These are laminated flash cards of the letters of the
alphabet associated with wildlife. The children absolutely love
the cards; and the teachers too! They are used in the younger
grades to help teach literacy and in the higher grades to aid in
the environmental classes. Next year we will be providing
each school with a set of three African wild dog and
carnivore fact posters!

In collaboration with the Zambezi Schoolbook Project (www.facebook.com/zambezischoolbookproject), we
have started setting up libraries in some of the primary schools we support. This is an extension of our Literacy
Program and we hope to be able to provide every school we support with the materials they need to set up
libraries in their schools. It is our dream, and that of the Zambezi Schoolbook Project, that the children, now
learning to read, will have leisure books to enjoy, get lost in and learn more about the world!

We are so proud to announce that, after plenty of
groundwork, we are finally ready to fully implement
our Schools and Education Program around
Gonarezhou National Park! This will include, the
Conservation Awareness Program, Literacy Program,
DVD Program and Secondary Schools Scholarship
Program.
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The 2015 Old Mutual Two Oceans Marathon Wild Dog Pack!
We are very proud to once again be one of the few official charities of the Old Mutual Two Oceans Marathon
(http://www.twooceansmarathon.org.za/information/run-charity). Last year we had an extremely successful event
and raised USD12 500 for AWCF and African wild dog conservation. This year we want to top that! We once
again have fantastic sponsors for the event and a unique OMTOM approved wild dog kit for the day.
We have 50 spots up for grabs so if you would like to be part of the 2015 OMTOM Wild Dog Pack, or support
the event in anyway, please email jess@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org. Entries are in extremely high
demand so don’t wait too long!
This is a wonderful opportunity to be part of the world’s most beautiful marathon, and to raise some much
needed funds for African wild dog conservation and the
conservation efforts of the African Wildlife Conservation Fund.

Gonarezhou Predator Project
The Gonarezhou Predator Project team worked extensively in the park from May to October 2014. We have
documented evidence of at least 10 different packs of wild dogs in the park, and it is likely that there are
several more! Thanks to the expert tracking skills of AWCF head scout, Rueben Bote, we managed to locate the
den sites for nine of the ten packs and get camera traps up at their den sites for monitoring.
This gave us extremely valuable information including, date of first emergence of pups, litter sizes, pack sizes,
adult and pup mortality at dens and any disturbances at the dens (e.g. by lions or hyenas) as well as lovely
insight into life at the dens!
Currently, there is a confirmed minimum of 80 adults and 66 pups in 10 different packs in the park.
Gonarezhou National Park is a key wildlife area in the Greater Limpopo Transfrontier Conservation Area and
monitoring of the resident dogs is of global conservation significance.

AWCF Gets New Wheels!
For too long we have only had one field vehicle dedicated to our field
conservation projects, URI. Whilst URI’s heart is in the right place, he is
unfortunately coming to the end of his days and is barely roadworthy.
Thus, whilst we can still use him to ‘bomb around’ and do the heavy field
work, we had no option for getting to town for project supplies etc.
Thanks to Painted Dog Inc., Australia
(http://painteddogconservation.iinet.net.au/) and Columbus Zoo
(https://columbuszoo.org/) this situation has changed. With the funds
they donated, we were able to buy a second hand Toyota Raider in
excellent condition. The new car will be used for town trips and travelling
between field project sites, and serve as a backup for URI when he runs
into a little trouble. This will undoubtedly make a huge difference to our
operations and research.
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Wild Dogs in the Savé Valley Conservancy
Monitoring data from this year shows a strong and stable
population of African wild dogs. We currently know of 81 adult wild
dogs in the conservancy and 56 pups (137 in total), with a potential
additional 10 adults in three breakaway packs. At the moment, we
have 60% pup survival with 56 of our 93 pups on first emergence
(across 10 breeding packs and including two beta litters) still alive.
This is a promising pup survival rate as few pups normally survive to
6 months, and even fewer to 1 year. For example, last year only 25%
(17 out of 68 pups on first emergence) survived to one year.
We have also seen some interesting dispersals and pack formations
in the last few months, with three of our long-standing packs
breaking up and individuals or same-sex groups looking for new
pack mates. By far the most interesting is that of the Batanai
Bachelors, five males who left our second biggest pack in the
conservancy in search of ‘greener pastures’. They spent almost two
weeks moving about 30km north of the
conservancy through community and settled
land, but eventually returned home. It will be
interesting to see where they decide to settle!

Our Sincere Thanks for Your Support!
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks and sincere gratitude to the organisations and individuals who
have so generously donated towards our work. Your support allows us to go into the New Year with the
security we need to put our conservation plans into action!
Thanks to Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund; Columbus Zoo; National Geographic Conservation Trust;
Painted Dog Conservation Inc, Australia; The Rufford Foundation; Frank Zindel and The Turtle Foundation (and
the anonymous donor); Frankfurt Zoological Society; Fresno Chaffee Zoo; Taronga Conservation Society; SAVE
Foundation Australia; Wilderness Wildlife Trust.
As well as Nicole Willimann, Anita Mishra, Pirjo Itkonen, Dennis Gaitsgory, Luke Lamb, John Groom, Patricia du
Bois, Alison Woods, Liz Stephenson and numerous other private donors.
The wild dogs thank you too!

Please do not hesitate to contact us (rosemary@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org) if you would like to support any
aspect of our work! Details of our Zimbabwean, South African, USA or UK accounts are available on request, or make
use of our safe and secure PayPal link (www.africanwildlifeconservationfund.org/donate/)
Monthly guaranteed funds are incredibly beneficial to our operations and research. Why not consider setting up a
standard order for a small donation every month?

