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Conservation through Education

African Wildlife E ' 8 s As most of you will know, alongside ol
Conservation Fund % field conservation and research effort
v U » (_ we run a large-scale and multifacete
. : 2l = N education and outreach program. Tt
last six months of 2015 were incredib
busy for our education and outreac
program, and thus, we have aptl
named our end of year newsletter fc
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L So, why not take a break from all th
~January catch up, sit back, relaxda
enjoy reading about what you helped

Helping Children Learn to Read, to Read to Learn

As a follow up to the donation received from SAVE African Rhino Foomddtin support of our Happy
Readers Literacy Program, we heldraining workshop for the teacherdrom the schools due to receiv
the books in August last year. This is a fundamental step in ensinéngaoks are used properly and th
program is implemented effectively. Improving the literacy rates of the youthensthools we support is
key priority for us, and the results of the Happy Readers scheme aezalleled!

Children that can read, can read to learn, and can begin to tdahgelves
more about the world around them, stand a better chance agfing school,
receiving tertiary education and gaining employment.
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one of the games developed to help the children learn anceHan with the books;
how to use the flashcards and alphabet letters provided; teachersavlook at the
books they are due to receive; Victor Chibaya addresses the teachers
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Running to Raise Funds and Awareness %% $+% ®@WN Dogs

We are very proud to once again be one of the few official charitieh®fOld Mutual Two Ocean
Marathon fttp://www.twooceansmarathon.org.za/information/run-charijy Come the 26 March 2016, we w
have 50 runners pounding 21.1km of tar for us and African wild défggou would like to support the
event in any way or sponsor our team, please ema#s@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org

This is a wonderful opportunity to raise some much needed fund#é\fiacan wild dog conservation an
the conservation efforts of the African Wildlife Conservation Fund.
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Projects Director, Rosemary Groom, ) % - ER R

Assistant Project Manager, Jess Watermeyer v
both be running.

Please consider sponsoring them, and help rais j§
funds and awareness for the work of the Africar &
Wildlife Conservation Fundan (E&] [°

(ﬂ@w endangered wild dogs!
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A Significant Step Forward for Our Literacy Program!

In conjunction with the Happy Readers Literacy Program, we have starestablish libraries in the school
we support. This is as a result of the tireless efforts and very gendrook donations from the Zambe:
Schoolbook Projecthftps://www.facebook.com/zambezischoolbookprojgctSo far we have establishe
libraries in twelve primary schools and two secondary schools, and itrieape to establish libraries in a
123 of our schools!

In October 201%ve received an entire 40 foot container of library books (30 00@oks in total), which will
allow us to establish libraries in a further 30 schoolsaarly 2016.

We would like to thank Frankfurt Zoological Society for their colation with us on this project, and fo
storing the 30 000 books in their workshop storeroom at ChipinddsP@onarezhou National Park, over ti
holidays so that the books will be dry and safe until we catnilolige them to the schools later this year.
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Conserving Wild Dogs in the Zimbabwean Lowveld

We are so pleased to repostrong and stable wild dog numbersr both Gonarezhou National Pal
(GNP/the Park) and Savé Valley Conservancy (SVC). In SVC we recorded 93 wild0da, 81 in 201
and in 2015 we recorded 119 adult wild dogs. In GNP the populatisremained stable at c. 80-1(
adults. t]8Z Zp vU }uE Z e Jud[eU Jv E <« % E -wyto develdp\ah dver
greater understanding of the carnivore populations in the Park andvdiking with rangers and scout
on the ground in both protected areas, we are contributingdanservation and research capaci
building. This bodes well for the longevity of conservation effartthe Zimbabwean Lowveld.

We are undoubtedly contributing to the conservation of African wlitdjs, and through our efforts an
time spent in both GNP and SVC will improve the conservatainssbf the species, increase benefi
from the species to communities, and significantly strengthen our impad¢he ground.




Competing for Conservation!

In November 201%ve held our first ever cluster competitions betweer
the schools incentive-based opportunities to engage with the childre
schools and greater community where the children battled it aushow

who has the most extensive knowledge of African wild dogs and pred
conservation.

The competition involved wild dog model making, poems and pos
about carnivores and a quiz. At the end of the day the three téwas

walked off with an African Wildlife Conservation Fund branded socce
(first prize), a branded netball kit (second prize) and 500 exercise b
(third prize). Our first two cluster competitions were held betwesix

schools in our Kondo cluster and six schools in our Chechecherclust

We hope to have at least another two of these competitions yi@ar, and
we hope over time the schools and children will come to learn thie
many benefits associated with conservation and as a result of theirphe
in conserving a wildlife resource!

Rabies Vaccination Campaign in Bikita District

As a follow up to our efforts earlier in 2015, we organised anotheegabi
vaccination campaign in Bikita District. Again, this was in responsdédadelaths
and numerous reported cases of rabid domestic dogs in the area. We collabo
with Veterinarians for Animal Welfare Zimbabwe (VAWZ) \autinated 969
domestic dogsout of an estimated 1 408 for the area.

This is a fantastic start and we can only hope that as people coraederstand
the benefit of these campaigns, not only for wildlife, but foeithhealth and that
of their domestic dogs too, we will have even greater support fer cdampaigns ! :
v ]PP G ZSpuEv}IusS[ }YWe hee hging foRcoitinue with a follov
up campaign in Bikita District this year. i
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Thank You for Believing in Us

We held oursecond annual leadership and conservation field course for aér
secondary school scholarship studenis December 2015. As usual, the childr
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and, under the watchful and experienced eyero
course coordinator Dolf Sasseen, learnt a lot! From team building exerbisgs,
walks, life skills lessons and initiative tests, to fun-filled game dritiesfive day
course was aenjoyable and rewarding experience for all involvett was fantastic
to see the children again and see how much they had grown and develapac
year. We would like to thank all the private sponsors of our studenttidtping us
make a profound difference in their lives, and the Frederick S. Upton Baandor
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Thank You... We are very grateful to the Research Council of Zimbabwe for permission to cahiductsearch
and to the Parks and Wildlife Management Authority for their support of the project, and tkemigsion to conduct
the research in the Gonarezhou National Park. We thank the managers of the Savé Vamyalay for access t
their properties to monitor the wild dogs, and the Ministry of Education for their supgastio education work.

Monthly guaranteed funds are incredibly beneficial to our operations aresearch. Why not consider setting up a
standing order for a small donation every month?

« 0A CeU }v[3 (}EPwebsite jolr I3 opF@ebogkollow uson_ Twitter, and subscribe to our
blog to receive more regular updates on our work!



