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Conservation in action!
It is quite amazing how the middle of the year
sneaks up on you, but sometimes this means
you have been too busy to notice. This is most
certainly the case for the African Wildlife
Conservation Fund.
Whilst we map the way forward for the next 6
months, and beyond, we would like to take a
moment to reflect on our achievements thus
far. And, to share them with you all; the people
who make what we do possible!
Enjoy, and please share with friends, family
and colleagues. The more people who get to
know about us, and the work we do, the
better.
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Addressing Direct Conservation Threats
Towards the end of 2014 correspondence with local veterinarians revealed an increase in reported cases of
rabid domestic dogs, and human fatalities due to rabies. So, in early February this year we fundraised for,
and supported, a rabies vaccination campaign in the Mahenye area in Chipinge District after concern
mounted due to several reports of rabid dogs in the area. We collaborated with Veterinarians for Animal
Welfare Zimbabwe (VAWZ) who sent a team out to vaccinate and de-worm communities’ domestic dogs.
The campaign was very well responded to and we ended up de-worming and vaccinating 1 042 domestic
dogs!
We hope as word spreads over time and the people come to understand the benefit of these campaigns,
not only for wildlife, but for their health and that of their domestic dogs too, we will have even greater
support for the campaigns and a bigger ‘turnout’ of domestic dogs. We are hoping to carry out a second
campaign in Bikita District later this year.
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Running to Save Africa’s Wild Dogs
This year’s Old Mutual Two Oceans Marathon was a
huge success with a total of USD14 500 raised for
African wild dog conservation and our conservation
work.
On the 4 April, runners from across the globe came
together to run for our cause. Donned in a revamped
kit and our classic wild dog ears, they pounded
21.1km of tar to represent the plight of an
endangered species, and draw attention to our
conservation efforts in the Zimbabwean Lowveld.
Thank you once again to all our generous sponsors for
this event, and of course to our dedicated team of
runners for making this event a success.

Training Our Local Teachers
With 123 schools to support and only three community education officers, we ultimately rely on our local
teachers to implement our conservation resources and education materials on a day-to-day basis, which is why
we prioritise follow-up training and support (both over the phone and in person) as our education officers
move through the schools. We want our resources to be user-friendly, compatible with the existing syllabus,
helpful and ultimately used by the teachers! As such, we held a Teachers Feedback Workshop in March where
we evaluated our existing resources with a gathering of local teachers, and discussed what type of resources
they would find most useful in the future. This was a wonderful day where educators came together and shared
ideas on how to implement resources into their classes and motivate the children's interest in wildlife.
And...
We still have our annual scholarship
students’ field trip to look forward
to, as well as two cluster
competitions amongst our schools.
Here the children will battle it out to
show who has the most extensive
knowledge of African wild dogs and
predator conservation!
Dressed for Success!
From crumpled, faded and sole-less shoes, to
durable, comfortable and lightweight boots...
Thank you to Steve Adams and The Safari Store
(www.thesafaristore.co.uk) for donating a new
pair of boots to each of our scouts! It is not easy
to spend all day, every day out in the field, and a
comfortable pair of boots has made a world of
difference to our scouts operations and morale.
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Pups Galore...
Need we say more? We are thrilled that denning season is upon us and our scouts have
already located den sites for 10 of our 14 resident packs here in Savé Valley Conservancy
(SVC); and we are sure they will sniff the others out soon! This is always an incredibly busy
and exciting time for us, and we can only but hope for good litter sizes and a decent pup
survival into next year.
We currently know of 87 adult wild dogs in the conservancy and 34 pups/yearlings (121 in
total), and we cannot wait to see how this years’ pups will contribute to the overall strength
of the population!
Meanwhile, Rueben is very busy in Gonarezhou National Park and has already found dens
for four of the local packs. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for regular updates and
plenty of photos!
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Bringing Wildlife to the People!
Today, our Education and Outreach Program is fully functional around
both SVC and Gonarezhou National Park!
Since 2012, Victor Chibaya (our Community Liaison Officer for around
SVC), has tirelessly and with admirable commitment visited each of our
84 SVC schools three times per year. Towards the end of 2014 we
employed two local and full time Community Education Officers to carry
out the program in the 39 schools we support around GNP. They spent
the first few months in training, but have since hit the ground running (in
a newly refurbished education vehicle!) carrying out their work in the
schools.
Not only is the vehicle fun and exciting for the children, but it depicts
much of the local wildlife from GNP, including the iconic Chilojo Cliffs.
Ezekia and Anesu, our Community Education Officers for the project, are
definitely going to draw the crowds in as they move through the
communities, and as such, have plenty of opportunity to educate,
empower, and encourage the local people to conserve!
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Chilojo Club Education Program...
Shortly after Ezekia and Anesu began their work in their schools, we had an
official launch of our Chilojo Club Education Program. We, African Wildlife
Conservation Fund, have collaborated with Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife
Management Authority and Frankfurt Zoological Society to form the
Chilojo Club; an umbrella initiative for our joint community outreach
efforts around Gonarezhou National Park. Chilojo Club was named as such
after the famous Chilojo Cliffs.
We hope the Chilojo Club may become a symbol of many good things over
time, bringing many benefits, not only for the local people, but for the
wildlife too!
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Boxes of books and bundles of joy!
Thanks to Claude and Barbara Mayfield and the Zambezi Schoolbooks Project, we
have just finished distributing library books to another five of our schools! We
are so grateful for their support in helping us provide the children, and teachers,
of our schools with useful books of a diverse range of topics.
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank SAVE African Rhino
Foundation for their incredible donation of US$10 000 in support of our Happy
Readers Literacy Program earlier this year! Thanks too to Heather Atwell and
Andries Combrinck for their private donations of books for our schools. With
libraries and Happy Readers in 14 and 24 schools, respectively, we have made
great progress, but still have a long way to go before we have our Literacy
Program, and a beautiful library, established in all 123 schools!

We could use your help
A donation of...
 US$75 would pay for rabies vaccines and de-worming for 50 domestic dogs
 US$140 will provide enough petrol to keep one of our scouts active in the field for a month
 US$250 would allow us to immobilise, treat and SAVE 10 African wild dogs from wire snares
 US$350 would pay for one scout’s salary for a month
 US$1 500 will fund one of our planned and upcoming cluster competitions amongst the rural schools
 US$2 000 would allow us to provide literacy books to two of the 123 rural schools we support

Thank You... We are very grateful to the Research Council of Zimbabwe for permission to conduct this research
and to the Parks and Wildlife Management Authority for their support of the project, and their permission to conduct the
research in the Gonarezhou National Park. We are grateful also to the managers of the Savé Valley Conservancy for access
to their properties to monitor the wild dogs. Thanks to the Ministry of Education for their support of our education work.
Please do not hesitate to contact us
(rosemary@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org/jess@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org) if you would like to support
any aspect of our work! Details of our Zimbabwean, South African, USA or UK accounts are available on request, or
make use of our safe and secure PayPal link (www.africanwildlifeconservationfund.org/donate/)
Monthly guaranteed funds are incredibly beneficial to our operations and research. Why not consider setting up a
standing order for a small donation every month?

As always, don’t forget to visit our website, join us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, and subscribe to our
blog to receive more regular updates on our work!

