
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Libraries Established in 47 Schools 
 

Our education officers could not wait to get started this year 

distributing library books to schools carefully selected as the 

next batch of students and teachers to receive books as part of 

our literacy and library program. 
 

In partnership with the Zambezi Schoolbook Project we have 

received over 40 000 books to date, all of which have been 
distributed to schools to establish fully functional libraries in 
rural, impoverished schools. And, in a significant show of 

support for our work, the Zambezi Schoolbook Project recently 
organized and shipped out ANOTHER whole container (c. 
30 000 books) of library books (due in September 2016)! 
 

We currently have libraries in 47 of our 123 schools and, once 

we have received the most recent container, will be able to set 

up libraries in ANOTHER 30 schools before the end of year!  

 

Thank you to the Zambezi Schoolbook Project for helping us 

address this need! 

http://www.facebook.com/zambezischoolbookproject 

Meet The Team! 
 

It’s time to meet to the men and ladies behind the work. We recently had our whole team together (very rare!) 

so we took the opportunity to capture some team photos which we wanted to share with you all.  
 

From top to bottom, left to right – Anesu Chimambo (Community Education Officer, Gonarezhou National Park), 

Ezekia Chauke (Community Education Officer, Gonarezhou National Park), Rueben Bote (Head Scout), Misheck 

Matari (Senior Scout), Akim Nemaringa (Scout), Rosemary Groom (Projects Director), Cain Kodzevhu (Scout), Jess 

Watermeyer (Assistant Project Manager) and Victor Chibaya (Community Liaison Officer, Savé Valley 

Conservancy). 
 

We trust you will enjoy our mid-year newsletter and, after reflecting on our achievements over the past six 

months, be as enthused as we are for what remains of 2016! 

Happy reading, 

The AWCF Team  

JULY 2016 

http://www.facebook.com/zambezischoolbookproject
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Working with Communities around Gonarezhou National Park 

Predator numbers in the Park have been increasing exponentially over the last few years – which is fantastic – 

but also means that we are starting to see increased reports of human-carnivore conflict from the neighbouring 

communities. We want to pre-empt this, and as such, in partnership with Frankfurt Zoological Society and 

Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority (and funded by National Geographic Big Cats Initiative and 

African Wildlife Foundation); we recently organised for 10 Human Wildlife Conflict workshops carried out in 11 
wards around the Park. 
 

The workshops provided the opportunity to engage with the communities, discuss which wild animals are most 

problematic in their areas, discuss possible mitigation measures and  

solutions with them, and very importantly, to establish a protocol  

by which incidents of HWC can be reported and responded to efficiently.   

 

Rabies Vaccination Campaign in Bikita 

As mentioned in our 2015 end of year newsletter, we wanted to prioritise a follow up rabies vaccination 

campaign in Bikita District; identified as an area of critical importance after reports of child deaths and 

repeated cases of rabid domestic dogs. In April this year, we did just that!  
 

In collaboration with Veterinarians for Animal Welfare Zimbabwe (VAWZ), we carried out a rabies campaign 

in Bikita and 2 172 domestic dogs were treated and vaccinated across 14 local sites. 
 

This is an increase of 1 203 domestic dogs vaccinated compared to the campaign in September 2015 which 

directly relates to a better turnout and support from the community members, and is just fantastic and very 

promising for these campaigns moving forward! 

   

African wild dog puppies at play… 
A beautiful ‘action shot’ by Rosemary Groom 
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More Happy Readers Literacy Books in Schools 
 

A very generous private donation enabled us to put the Happy Readers 
literacy books in another five primary schools, all of which were 

stationed around Gonarezhou National Park, and to hold a training 

workshop for the teachers of the recipient schools. 

Improving the literacy rates of the youth in the schools we support is a 

key priority for us, and the results of the Happy Readers literacy scheme 

are unparalleled! 

As Happy Reader’s say – a child that can  

learn to read, can read to learn! 

 

As always, the workshop was facilitated  

by Conor O’Beirne from Happy Readers  
and was a tremendous success!  

 

This is a continuous goal for 
us, and we are starting to see 
some really positive results 
from schools that have both 
Happy Readers and libraries! 
 

How the Dogs are Doing 
 

As you may well know, our African wild dog monitoring, research and 

conservation is the backbone of all our efforts in the Zimbabwean Lowveld. It 

is for this reason that we so pleased to report continuously strong numbers of 
African wild dogs in both Savé Valley Conservancy (SVC) and Gonarezhou 

National Park (GNP). At present we know of 142 wild dogs across 16 packs in 
SVC, and 140 wild dogs across 13 packs in GNP!  
 

Denning season is in full swing, and we have had nine packs den successfully 

in SVC (but also three packs abandon their dens sadly), and Rueben (our head 

scout based in GNP) has found the dens of five packs thus far in the Park.   

And, with some new packs only recently formed in Savé Valley Conservancy, 

could we be in for puppies year-round…? We hope so!  
 

We have also been witnessing some interesting 
movements of packs and individuals dispersing 

to find new home ranges and/or mates. 

Our one pack, Splinters, travelled 30-40km north 

of the conservancy and down through the south 

before splitting and forming a male dispersal 

group, whilst what remained of the pack settled 

down to den. 

Sadly, however, when the wild dogs move these 

distances and cross the boundaries they become 

vulnerable to picking up snares. Snaring is at a 
high at the moment, and as such, we are 
monitoring the packs vigilantly and removing 
snares as and when we see them. 

Since the start of the 
year we have removed 
snares from five dogs, 
and lost three dogs to 
snares. 
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Our Sincere Thanks for Your Support! 
 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks and sincere gratitude to the organisations and individuals who 

are so generously supporting our work.  
 

Thanks to Columbus Zoo; National Geographic Big Cats Initiative; Painted Dog Conservation Inc, Australia; 

Frank Zindel and The Turtle Foundation (and the anonymous donor); Frankfurt Zoological Society; John Ball 

Zoo; Zoos Victoria; Phoenix Zoo; Frederick S. Upton Foundation; Riverbanks Zoo and Gardens; SAVE 

Foundation Australia; African Wildlife Foundation. 
 

As well as Nicole Willimann, Anita Mishra, Pirjo Itkonen, Dennis Gaitsgory, Luke Lamb, John Groom, Patricia du 

Bois, Alison Woods, Liz Stephenson and numerous other private donors.    
 

Please do not hesitate to contact us (rosemary@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org) if you would like to support any 

aspect of our work! Details of our Zimbabwean, South African, USA or UK accounts are available on request, or make 

use of our safe and secure PayPal link (www.africanwildlifeconservationfund.org/donate/) 

Monthly guaranteed funds are incredibly beneficial to our operations and research. Why not consider setting up a 
standing order for a small donation every month?  

Thank You... We are very grateful to the Research Council of Zimbabwe for permission to conduct this 

research and to the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority for their support of our work, and 

their permission to conduct the research in the Gonarezhou National Park. We thank the managers of the 

Savé Valley Conservancy for access to their properties to monitor the wild dogs, and the Ministry of 

Education for their support of our education work. 

As always, don’t forget to visit our website, join us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, and subscribe to our 
blog to receive more regular updates on our work! 

 

A Significant Step forward for our Education 
and Outreach Work! 
 

We recently purchased a truck which is in the process of 

being converted into a game drive vehicle to facilitate field 
trips and day excursions into Gonarezhou National Park. 

This has been a vision of ours for some time now and we 

are so excited to see it become a reality. There is 

tremendous conservation benefit in exposing children and 

communities to wildlife in situ! 
 

We would like to thank the donor for their generous 

support, and the Frankfurt Zoological Society workshop for 

their assistance in fitting the canvas and building the bench 

seats etc. 
    

We cannot wait to get started on our field trips and see the 

truck filled with the smiling faces of children! 

 

mailto:rosemary@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org
http://africanwildlifeconservationfund.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AfricanWildlifeConservationFund
https://twitter.com/AWCF_ORG
http://zimbabwewilddogs.wildlifedirect.org/

