
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

It’s time for the first of our biannual 
newsletters! 

We are pleased to report that our wild 

dog populations continue to do well, our 

education and outreach work is going 

from strength to strength, and we are 

expanding and adapting our programs to 

ensure that we continue to produce 

meaningful conservation outcomes for 

all wildlife in the Zimbabwean Lowveld. 

Thank you for helping us do what we do, 

and we hope you enjoy reading about 

our recent achievements!  

For Africa’s Wild Dogs! 

Wild Dog Monitoring, Research and Conservation 

Safeguarding our local wild dog packs, in both Savé Valley Conservancy (SVC) and Gonarezhou National Park 

(GNP), is the back bone of all of our conservation efforts in the Zimbabwean Lowveld. Our field team pride 

themselves on being active on the ground and monitoring wild dogs and other predators, as well as assisting 

us with our research objectives. We are proud to report continuously strong numbers of African wild dogs 

in both SVC and GNP. Our count at the end of 2016 was an estimated 123 wild dogs across 16 packs in SVC 

and an estimated 120 wild dogs across 14 packs in GNP. Given that there is only estimated to be 660 

breeding packs left in the wild, our 30 packs represent a significant stronghold! 
 

We are currently following up with the packs - although the long grass and rain are making things a little 

difficult (!) – and we are anxious to meet up with all our packs after the December break and hope to find 

them all healthy and accounted for. We also hope for a good pup survival as we approach the 2017 

breeding season. Please watch our Facebook page for regular updates on our packs! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AfricanWildlifeConservationFund
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Running to Save Africa’s Wild Dogs 
 

This will be our fourth consecutive year of ‘running to 
save Africa’s wild dogs’! 
 

This year race day will be the 15 April 2017, and our 

team of athletes will pound 21.1km of tar for us and 

African wild dogs.  

 

As always we facilitate a huge fundraising drive with 

this event, so if you would like to support us please 

visit our fundraising page for the campaign: 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/africa

n-wildlifeconservation/running-for-wild-dogs  

 

This is a wonderful opportunity to raise some much 

needed funds for African wild dog conservation and 

the conservation efforts of the African Wildlife 

Conservation Fund. 

 

Young Children save Drowning African Wild Dog Puppies! 
 

 Education and outreach is a fundamental aspect of everything we do, and we know that our time and efforts 

spent working with the schools (123) and communities is producing significant and positive benefits for 

conservation in our area. Tangible evidence, however, is often hard to come by! 
 

However, we recently witnessed behavioural changes in the youth that re-confirms that our education efforts 

are working! In October 2016 three children from Pore Pore Primary School rescued two African wild dog 

puppies that were drowning in a canal near their school (along the southern border of the Savé Valley 

Conservancy). This was an incredibly proud moment for us as an organisation, firstly because the children could 

correctly identify the animals as wild dogs, secondly because they knew they were important to save, and 

thirdly because they took action to do so and inspired adults (their teachers) to get involved too!     
 

We went to visit the school to commend the children and teachers and formally express our thanks and support 

to the school in front of the entire school, parents and the wider community.    

Junior, Witness and Takudzwa – our wild dog warriors – proudly display their certificates, and a Pore Pore teacher 

helps to rescue the puppies.  

https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/african-wildlifeconservation/running-for-wild-dogs
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/african-wildlifeconservation/running-for-wild-dogs
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Assisting Anti-Poaching Initiatives and Removing Snares from 

Wildlife 
 

Both de-snaring  and removing wire from the field when we find it are incredibly important 

hands-on activities of ours; given the endangered status of wild dogs we cannot afford to be 

losing these animals to snare wires. 
 

The AWCF scouts recently teamed up with the scout units from the neighbouring ranches 

within the Savé Valley Conservancy to conduct snare sweeps across the northern ranches of 

the conservancy. A total distance of 788km was covered during the sweeps and 185 snares 

cleared from the field. Two poachers were also caught during the combined efforts. 

 

Libraries Established in 77 Schools 
 

We have almost reached our goal of establishing libraries in all 123 

schools we support!  
 

We currently have libraries in 77 of the schools we support which has 

been achieved through the donation of c. 70 000 books from the Zambezi 

Schoolbook Project. Further, we have another two full containers of 

books (c. 60,000 books in total) on their way to us, which will allow us to 

complete our target of setting up libraries in all our primary schools (as 

well as establish libraries in some of our key secondary schools). 
 

There are numerous benefits associated with having access to a local 

library, especially for rural children and communities who have little, and 

in most cases, no access to any other reading materials, media or sources 

of knowledge. The communities and children we support have a 

substantial thirst for education and knowledge, and we are so pleased to 

be able to address this need!  
 
 

 

 

AWCF scouts assist with conservancy snare sweeps. 

Wild dogs normally get snared around 

the neck, and the wires can cause 

significant damage and trauma – or 

death - if not removed quickly. In 2016 

we removed snares from seven wild 

dogs, but sadly had six wild dogs die 

from snares before we could help 

them. 
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Day Visits for Children and Community Members into 

the Beautiful Gonarezhou National Park 
 

 

Our revamped truck has proven to be the perfect game drive vehicle to 

facilitate field trips and day excursions into Gonarezhou National Park! To 

date we have carried out eight day trips. 
 

Most of the children (and adults) in the schools and communities we support, 

although they live within 10-15km of a wildlife area, have never visited the 

Park, never seen an impala, or an elephant. As such this has been a significant 

addition to our education and outreach work. 
 

We cannot stress enough the numerous and significant benefits associated 

with providing rural children with the opportunity to visit a wildlife area 

and see wild animal in situ. The reactions of the children whilst out on these 

day trips is truly inspiring, and we have no doubt it will help to instil an 

appreciation for wildlife conservation in the children. 
 

We have plenty more day trips planned for 2017 (18), and will also be using 

the truck to facilitate four-day-long field trips (4) and trips for teachers (4) 

into the Park. 

 

African wild dogs relaxing against a Mopani Tree – Picture by Rosemary Groom 
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Human-Wildlife Conflict Work around Gonarezhou National Park 
 

Human-wildlife conflict (HWC) is a big conservation threat for the wildlife in Gonarezhou, but over the past 

year we have actively taken steps to address this issue. Firstly, we held a series of 10 workshops in 12 wards 

surrounding the Park in April 2016. These workshops were the perfect platform to gather baseline 

information on the HWC situation around the Park, identify which animals are problematic in which boundary 

areas and to understand the specific problems the communities are having. It was also an opportunity to see 

which mitigation measure had been tried by the communities and which, if any, are working. Most 

importantly, we wanted community involvement in developing an effective ‘bottom to top’ response protocol 
for future HWC incidents.  

  

The information obtained in these workshops played a 

crucial role in guiding the agenda for the follow up 

workshops in each ward which were carried out in 

October 2016. Each ward was provided with context-

specific feedback and guidance, and possible mitigation 

measures relevant to the most significant HWC issues 

for that ward. It was also an opportunity to provide 

useful and informative information and materials, and 

to cement the established response protocol so that 

future incidents are correctly reported and dealt with 

timeously, and in the most appropriate and 

‘conservation-aware’ way. 
 
In addition, we established a dedicated HWC unit for the GNP and surrounds. The HWC unit comprises a 

mixed group of GNP rangers with experience in problem animal control (PAC) and related HWC issues, the 

Park’s community liaison officer, and our dedicated HWC officers who serve as important links between the 

communities and the Park management with regards to HWC issues. We also facilitated intensive training for 

the team. Training included a two week course at the Savoury Institute for Holistic Management in Victoria 

Fall, as well as a two day course (held at Chipinda Pools headquarters of GNP) in HWC training. 

Finally, we also organised for a mobile kraal 

demonstration to assist with the development of 

holistic rangeland management practices. The 

demonstration was held in Mahenye community, 

north of GNP, and was very well supported by the 

local people and attended by the Chief. The kraals 

not only have a 100% success rate in the prevention 

of livestock losses to predators, but make use of 

bunched herding of livestock to improve ecological 

sustainability and carrying capacity of rangeland. 
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© Andries Combrinck 

Annual Scholars Field Trip a Success! 
 

Our field trip was once again held at Chishakwe Ranch in the Savé Valley Conservancy, and was filled with a 

variety of activities and lessons, all of which aimed to excite the children about wildlife, stimulate their 

interest in conservation, teach them new and interesting lessons, make them think outside the box and 

develop their communication and leadership skills. 

This was our third annual field trip (attended by 20 students), so it was incredibly rewarding to welcome back 

the familiar faces, and great to engage with the new Form 1’s who joined our program at the end of 2015! The 
field trip is an opportunity for the children to experience wildlife and conservation work first hand, learn 

valuable skills, make friends, build their confidence and learn about the future employment opportunities 

and benefits linked to wildlife areas.  

We also added a new element to the field trip and included a computer literacy session; a first for many of 

the children!  

 

Our Sincere Thanks for Your Support! 
 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks and sincere gratitude to the organisations and individuals who 

are so generously supporting our work.  
 

Thanks to Columbus Zoo; National Geographic Big Cats Initiative; Painted Dog Conservation Inc, Australia; 

Frank Zindel and The Turtle Foundation; Frankfurt Zoological Society; Phoenix Zoo; Frederick S. Upton 

Foundation; Riverbanks Zoo and Gardens; SAVE African Rhino Foundation Australia; African Wildlife 

Foundation; Cincinnati Zoo; Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund. 
 

As well as Nicole Willimann, Anita Mishra, Pirjo Itkonen, Dennis Gaitsgory, Luke Lamb, John Groom, Patricia du 

Bois, Alison Woods, Liz Stephenson and numerous other private donors.    
 

Please do not hesitate to contact us (rosemary@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org) if you would like to support any 

aspect of our work! Details of our Zimbabwean, South African, USA or UK accounts are available on request, or make 

use of our safe and secure PayPal link (www.africanwildlifeconservationfund.org/donate/) 

Monthly guaranteed funds are incredibly beneficial to our operations and research. Why not consider setting up a 

standing order for a small donation every month?  

As always, don’t forget to visit our website, join us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, and subscribe to our 

blog to receive more regular updates on our work! 

 

Thank You... We are very grateful to the Research Council of Zimbabwe for permission to conduct this 

research and to the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority for their support of our work, and 

their permission to conduct the research in the Gonarezhou National Park. We thank the managers of the 

Savé Valley Conservancy for access to their properties to monitor the wild dogs, and the Ministry of Education 

for their support of our education work. 

mailto:rosemary@africanwildlifeconservationfund.org
http://africanwildlifeconservationfund.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AfricanWildlifeConservationFund
https://twitter.com/AWCF_ORG
http://zimbabwewilddogs.wildlifedirect.org/

