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We hope you enjoy the easy reading...
m

African Wildlife Conservation Fund
We are already well into 2019, and looking forward to another year of conservation challenges and
achievements! The previous year has been an incredibly busy and productive one for us as an organisation; we
continue to gather international recognition and support for our work allowing us to invest significantly into
the future of conservation and research in Zimbabwe, and we are proud to report consistently strong
number of wild dogs, and all large carnivores, in both of our study sites (Savé Valley Conservancy and
Gonarezhou National Park), as well as many significant project deliverables in terms of research, capacity
building, and community education and engagement.
Thank you to everyone who has supported us over the past year, which has been an economically challenging
and unstable one for Zimbabwe. We owe all our achievements to you.
As always, don’t forget to visit our Website, join us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter and Instagram to
become ‘part of the pack’ and receive more regular updates on our work.

Our African wild dogs continue to do well
In July 2018, we reported a total of 20 packs denning throughout
the Savé Valley Conservancy (SVC) and Gonarezhou National Park
(GNP). However, we had late denning packs in 2018 with the
denning season running through to the end of November. As such,
by the end of November we had a total of 23 wild dog packs that
had successfully denned in 2018; amounting to a total of 29 litters
(some packs had multiple litters – a growing point of interest in our
monitoring), and 186 puppies born!

Our annual counts for resident wild
dogs in 2018 was 96 adults and
yearlings across 16 packs in SVC, and
125 adults and yearlings across 10 packs
in GNP
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Satellite collars for long-term monitoring and protection
In August 2018 we fitted two new satellite tracking collars to two packs in the south of SVC. The collars
have already provided some useful insights into how the animals use the space, which is a more complex
landscape for the wild dogs with communities residing inside the wildlife area following the land invasions in
the 2000’s, as well as allowed us to monitor any dispersal events.
Sadly, King, one of the collared males was snared in November, and although we unfortunately had to
remove the collar, the data allowed us to pin point possible snaring hotspots, and consequently organise a
focused snare sweep which undoubtedly helped save hundreds of other wildlife - see the successes below.

Continuing to tackle the threat of snaring
The past 6 months have seen the team working hard to tackle the threat of snaring which seemed to
increase significantly from June/July 2018 (three snared wild dogs and one lion reported with a snare injury).
As such, the AWCF scouts teamed up with local ranch scouts in SVC and the local anti-poaching and security
authority, and conducted snare sweeps in high-risk areas. The sweeps took place from July-November in
over five different operations, totalling 17 days effort – 425 snare wires were cleared from the field.

Wild dogs saved from snares and certain
death
In October 2018, the team noticed a snare on the recently
collared male ‘King’ from SVC Gomo pack. King was
terrible condition when we found him, looking very thin,
lethargic and not keeping up with the pack. Through
great efforts from the team, we were able to dart him,
remove his collar, and treat his neck wound.
For weeks we tracked Gomo pack, but did not see any sign
of King, only the three remaining pack members. After
four weeks, King reappeared with his pack, looking very
healthy and healing well. We can only attribute this to the
amazing and caring nature of wild dogs. The pack had
been looking after King until he was fit enough to be on
the move and hunting again!
We removed another horrific wire early this year from
the alpha female of our Mbungo pack. The wire had
caused considerable damage and Double C would have
definitely died if we had not been able to intervene.

February 2019
Monitoring of all large carnivore species in GNP and SVC
In September and October 2018 we completed the 11th and 10th annual large carnivore spoor surveys in SVC
and GNP respectively. We conduct these surveys annually in order to monitor the long-term population
trends of the key large carnivore species (lions, cheetahs, leopards, spotted and brown hyena, and wild
dogs), as well as other smaller carnivore species such as jackals, civets, genets and African wild cats. The
spoor surveys are always a fantastic opportunity for the team to spend some good quality time outdoors
and in the field, and we are proud to report healthy populations of all large carnivore species in both GNP
and SVC.

Protecting communities and wildlife from the rabies virus
We assisted with a rabies campaign in Nyika in Bikita District over a five-day period in September 2018 (3rd
-7th September). This was the 4th follow up campaign in this area after our first campaign held in 2015.
Bikita has been a priority area after receiving reports of rabid domestic dogs and children suspectedly dying
from the virus at the end of 2014. To date we have vaccinated over 6,000 domestic dogs in the area, which
is over 80% of the estimated dog population.
The regular vaccination of domestic dogs from neighbouring communities is imperative to keep the rabies
virus at bay; protecting rural communities, and nearby wildlife. African wild dogs in particular are very
susceptible to the rabies virus, making it incredibly important for us to ensure that rabies stays well away
from the boundaries of SVC and GNP.

Supporting young aspiring
conservationists
Every year we support an undergraduate student
from the National University of Science and
Technology in Bulawayo. This is an opportunity
for the students to come and live on site with us,
and learn all about conservation and research
from the highly experienced AWCF team.
Nkosilathi Ngwenya was with us from September
2017 – August 2018, completing a very interesting
study on factors affecting sex ratios in African wild
dog pup litters - we are eagerly awaiting his
results. More recently, Douglas Tomwe joined us
in September 2018 and will be with us until August
2019. We look forward to helping Douglas develop
his research skills and passion for wildlife
conservation.
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Turning our scholarship students into conservation ambassadors
As part of our support for our scholarship students, we organise a week long annual conservation
awareness and leadership course for them. After five years of organising just a single leadership and
conservation field course, in 2018 we secured the funds to run two separate field trips; one for the
younger students and one for the more senior students. We felt this would allow for a greater platform to
advance the conservation training of the senior scholars, and focus on developing their leadership skills
(without the risk of ‘moving too quickly’ for the younger students). We held the senior scholarship field
course in GNP in the August school holidays (6th-10th August) and the junior scholarship field course in SVC
in December (6th-10th December).
The multiple benefits from hosting two field courses as opposed to one were immediately apparent. It
allowed lessons to be more age specific. It also kept the field course fresh and new for the older scholars
who had previously completed the conservation course in their lower forms, and it helped the quieter
students shine in a smaller crowd!

Competing for conservation
November marks the end of the school year and with this comes our annual cluster competitions. Thirteen
primary schools (and over 130 children) participated in our annual conservation cluster competitions in
2018. During these competitions groups of students competed against each other on a number of tasks.
Including; using their creativity to make life-like wild dog models, their knowledge of large carnivores to
create and present large carnivore posters, their passion to write and recite conservation poems, and their
understanding of AWCF delivered conservation lessons to complete a final quiz.
The competitions not only create an entertaining and competitive ground for pupils to test their
knowledge, it also creates an educational opportunity for the wider attending community to learn about
large carnivore conservation.
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Libraries and solar reading lights to improve
literacy in schools
As reported in our July 2018 newsletter, we are incredibly
proud to have completed our mission of providing all the
primary schools (107) supported by our program with fully
stocked and functional libraries – thanks to a very fruitful
partnership with Zambezi Schoolbook Project
As an extension of our partnership with the Zambezi
Schoolbook Project, and thanks to very generous donations
of the Bourke Family Foundation, we have been able to
provide the schools we support with over 4000 solar lamps
and 13 schools with solar panels for lighting entire
classrooms/libraries (2700 solar lamps and 10 solar panels
delivered in December 2018). The solar lights are helping
children to continue their studies at night or when
borrowing library books to read at home, and the solar
panels are a significant help in facilitating the use of the
school libraries for after hours studying, and to assist with
adult literacy in community members.

Mitigating human-wildlife conflict around Gonarezhou National Park
Alongside the schools education work, we oversee and run a comprehensive and extensive human-wildlife
coexistence project around GNP; in partnership with the Gonarezhou Conservation Trust, and the WILD
Programme.
This program is proving to be incredibly beneficial in strengthening community relationships with GNP, and
helping to change community attitudes and reactions towards issues of human-wildlife conflict. Indeed,
2018 was a very successful year – the team received and responded to (verbally or in person) 302 reports,
organised two sets (covering 14 wards each) of very productive and beneficial human wildlife
coexistence workshops, and have a number of success stories to report where the team has not only
helped community members mitigate/avoid incidents of potential conflict, but has also prevented the
unnecessary killing/maiming of perceived ‘problem animals’.
All of which is indicative of community members being on side with the project and trusting the system we
have established. Community members understand that it is ‘worth their while’ to report incidents and
issues, because there is a dedicated and experienced team at hand who will be able to, and are dedicated
to, helping them.
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Children and teachers visit Gonarezhou
National Park
In the second half of 2018 we facilitated 9 day trips into
GNP, accommodating 342 students and 36 teachers.
These day trips are carried out in recognition of the
importance of finding ways to bring to life the lessons
and resources that the children are exposed to through
our program, and to stimulate their interest in
conservation learning.

Our Sincere Thanks for Your Support
We would like to express a genuine thank you to all of the organisations and the handful of private donors
who have so generously supported our work.
Thanks to National Geographic; Painted Dog Conservation Inc, Australia; Educasa Foundation; Disney
Conservation Fund; Frederick S. Upton Foundation; SAVE African Rhino Foundation; Cincinnati Zoo;
Riverbanks Zoo & Garden; Fresno Chaffee Zoo; Charlsbury & Overseas Community Projects; Painted Wolf
Wines and TUSK Trust.

Thank You... We are very grateful to the Research Council of Zimbabwe for permission to conduct this
research and to the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority for their support of our work,
and their permission to conduct the research in the Gonarezhou National Park. We thank the managers of
the Savé Valley Conservancy for access to their properties to monitor the wild dogs, and the Ministry of
Education and local District Schools Inspectors for their support of our education work.
Finally, don’t forget to visit our new and updated Website, join us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter and
Instagram to receive more regular updates on our work!

