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Conservation that Counts!
W

It was no ordinary start to the year, with the
country in near economic collapse, and
compounded by the devastating effects of Cyclone
Idai – which swept through the South East of
Zimbabwe.
Fortunately the AWCF team were just out of harm’s
way, and apart from damage to roads, bridges, and
very heavy rainfall and flooded rivers, we came
away largely unscathed.
Many of our neighbouring communities were not
so lucky though, and we have been contributing
where we can to assist with disaster relief to those
in need. Even though it has been an unorthodox
and challenging start to the year, we are still doing
all we can to safeguard Zimbabwe’s wildlife and
help her people.

The Last 6 Months at a Glance –
We Have Achieved an Incredible Amount with Your Support:

14 – African wild dog packs being monitored during the 2019 denning season
875 – Domestic dogs vaccinated against rabies virus to prevent potential risk to resident wildlife
2,000 – Children educated and engaged with through conservation awareness lessons
7 – Snares removed and lives saved (6 wild dogs + 1 buffalo)
12 – Computers donated to a key secondary school to improve learning channels
200 – Reports of human-wildlife conflict (HWC) cases mitigated around Gonarezhou National Park
725 – People engaged with through annual HWC workshops
Wondering How You Can Help?
There are various ways you can financially connect with us and support our work:
1. Visit our safe and secure PayPal account and consider a once off donation or becoming a regular donor
2. Prefer an EFT or to set up a standing order? We have accounts in the US, U.K., Zimbabwe and South Africa
3. Follow, like, and share our social media posts on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
4. Become an ambassador for AWCF – shout off the rooftops, run a marathon, or jump out of a plane for us!
Any amount of support is always welcome!
US$15 = wound spray/gauze to treat injured wild dogs
US$50 = a pair of boots for our scouts
US$150 = diesel for our education program for one month
US$400 = sponsor a scholarship student for a year
US$1,800 = rabies vaccination campaign in communities
US$2,500 = Satellite tracking collar to monitor our resident packs
Please consider becoming part of the pack!
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Welcome To the Team
We are excited to announce the addition of our
latest member to the AWCF team – Benjamin
Hayward Groom! Benjamin is just 8 months old, but
is already proving to be a vital member of the team.
Not only does he accompany mum, Rosemary (CEO,
AWCF), on wild dog monitoring excursions, but he
provides much laughter for the entire team – which
is most welcome and much needed after a tough
day in the office or field!

It’s African Wild Dog Denning Season
Our favourite time of the year! There is nothing better than experiencing the tranquillity of sitting with wild
dogs at their den, or the excitement before they head off to hunt, or play with their puppies. Safeguarding
our local wild dog packs, in our key study sites of Savé Valley Conservancy (SVC) and Gonarezhou National
Park (GNP/the Park), is the back bone of our conservation efforts in the Zimbabwean Lowveld.
So far we have located, and are monitoring, seven dens in SVC and seven in GNP. The dogs have started
denning slightly later than usual this year, but those that have poked their heads out of the den are as cute
and mischievous as ever! So far we have a count of at least 38 puppies born in SVC, and at least 24
puppies born in GNP. We will be working with a team of top scientists to understand the impact of climate
change on the dogs, including understanding the noticeable shift in denning dates.
We hope you enjoy some of the ‘best of the best’ moments at the den for our resident wild dogs...

875 Domestic Dogs Vaccinated Against the Rabies
Virus
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In collaboration with Veterinarians for Animal Welfare, as well as
the Chiredzi District Veterinary Department, we carried out a
rabies vaccination campaign in Chiredzi District from 30th April –
3rd May. This is the first time we have operated in Chiredzi, a
noted priority area, which is a significant achievement for us in
terms of our conservation goals.
The regular vaccination of domestic dogs from neighbouring
communities is imperative to keep the rabies virus at bay;
protecting rural communities, and nearby wildlife. African
wild dogs in particular are very susceptible to the rabies virus,
making it incredibly important for us to ensure that rabies stays
well away from the boundaries of SVC and GNP. We have a
follow up campaign planned in August.

Conservation Education to Help the Youth Appreciate Wildlife
Both SVC and GNP are surrounded by high- density and impoverished rural communities that struggle with poor
education standards and a heavy reliance on natural resources. Unless we have support from our local
communities, and provide opportunities for social and economic upliftment and employment, we can never
achieve truly sustainable conservation. This is the reason we place significant value and put tremendous effort
into our conservation education and outreach work.
Our education officers have worked incredibly hard over the last six months – they have engaged with and
delivered conservation lessons to over 60 primary schools, and educated at least 2,000 children on the
importance of Zimbabwe’s wildlife and what they can do to help protect it. Creating conservation awareness
in the younger generations guarantees a future characterised by nature conservation and sustainability.

The team has also been involved in two careers day
initiatives in Chiredzi and Bikita Districts in March and
July, respectively. These events are attended by both
primary and secondary school students and are an
opportunity for our team to promote the importance
of conservation, the many employment opportunities
offered by the industry, as well as to showcase our
work and highlight the plight of Zimbabwe’s wildlife,
and endangered species like the wild dog in particular.
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Removing Snares from Wildlife – Saving African Wild Dogs
We were apprehensive going into this year, given the harsh economic state of the country, and prepared
ourselves for a year where bushmeat poaching and snaring were predicted to be worse than normal threatening the survival of the resident wild dogs and wildlife. Indeed, we have noticed a marked increase in
animals being caught in wire snares, and as such we are working even harder to combat this!
We have saved six wild dogs from wires recently, and one buffalo cow. However, there are undoubtedly other
animals that get caught in these wires and die in the field before they are seen by scouts and we are able to
respond and help them.
We are responding to this threat by increasing our monitoring of the wild dogs, as well as assisting with antipoaching, and removing wires from the field as needed. If you haven’t already done so – please go and check
out our recent fundraising campaign where we are appealing for support to be able to adequately respond to
this wildlife snaring crisis: https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/help-AWCF-fight-snare-poaching
The campaign expires on the 12th of August, so don’t miss out on your chance to donate and help the wild dogs!

Some of the nasty wires we have removed from resident African
wild dogs recently.
12 Computers to Odzi Secondary School
After seeing excellent students fail important exams, we looked more
closely into the secondary schools in the area, and soon recognised
the very urgent need to support the Ministry of Education with
investment in some of the secondary schools, with a dream of
eventually establishing a few of them as ‘centres of excellence’.
Odzi Secondary School is one of these 10 selected schools, and at the
end of February 2019, we donated 12 computers to Odzi’s otherwise
defunct computer lab.
In this technological era computers are a window to the world, they
ensure connectivity and interactions at a global level, and provide
children with a wealth of knowledge. However, most of the rural
schools we work with have their resources stretched very thin, and
few would be able to supply computers for their students.
This is a pilot program for us, but something we hope we will
eventually be able to repeat in our nine other secondary schools.
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Human-Wildlife Conflict Work around Gonarezhou National Park
Alongside the schools education work, we oversee and run a comprehensive and extensive human-wildlife
coexistence project around GNP; in partnership with the Gonarezhou Conservation Trust, and the WILD
Programme. The team has a constant presence in the communities, responding to reports of human-wildlife
conflict (HWC) 24 hours a day, and have worked incredibly hard to attend to almost 200 reports between
February and July.
Crop raiding by elephants and hippos, and livestock loss/injury from hyena and lions continue to be the
biggest cause of HWC for the communities surrounding GNP. In response to this, the team has focused on
implementing constructive mitigation measures and advice;
1. Initiating pilot studies using chilli cakes to deter elephants in heavily affected/raided sites.
2. Educating people on the correct way to behave when encountering elephant/hippo/lion to reduce conflict
and prevent personal injury.
3. Continuing to emphasise to communities the importance of kraaling their livestock at night and providing
for a herder for day-time grazing.
From the 6th-18th May the team also carried out our
annual HWC workshops. Twelve workshops were
facilitated in total, covering all community areas
surrounding the Park (excluding the Mozambique side).
The workshops were very well attended – 725 people in
total (401 men + 324 women).
The workshops are an opportunity for the communities
to discuss their problems and concerns, and receive
practical help and advice.
Chilli cake moulding in Ward 13 to reduce crop raiding by elephants

Our Sincere Thanks for Your Support
We would like to express a genuine thank you to all of the organisations and the handful of private donors
who have so generously supported our work.
Thanks to National Geographic; Painted Dog Conservation Inc, Australia; Educasa Foundation; Disney
Conservation Fund; Frederick S. Upton Foundation; SAVE African Rhino Foundation; Cincinnati Zoo; Riverbanks
Zoo & Garden; Fresno Chaffee Zoo; Charlbury & Overseas Community Projects; Painted Wolf Wines and TUSK
Trust.
Thank You... We are very grateful to the Research Council of Zimbabwe for permission to conduct this
research and to the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority for their support of our work, and
their permission to conduct the research in the Gonarezhou National Park. We thank the managers of the
Savé Valley Conservancy for access to their properties to monitor the wild dogs, and the Ministry of Education
and local District Schools Inspectors for their support of our education work.
Finally, don’t forget to visit our new and updated Website, join us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter and
Instagram to receive more regular updates on our work!

