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Summary  

  

The African Wildlife Conservation Fund (AWCF) has been working on site in the Zimbabwean Lowveld for more 

than a decade now. We run multidisciplinary programmes; covering aspects of field and conservation research 

and monitoring, training and capacity building, community education and outreach, and promoting human-

wildlife co-existence. The endangered African wild dog (Lycaon pictus) remains the flagship species of our 

organisation, and the priority of our conservation and research efforts. We work in and around the Savé Valley 

Conservancy and Gonarezhou National Park to conserve African wild dogs and other large carnivores, and 

provide multiple benefits to local communities, whilst also producing high calibre scientific publications.  
 

Zimbabwe is one of only eight African countries supporting viable populations of wild dogs, and the Lowveld 

supports one of two significant populations in the country (comparable only to that in the Zambezi Valley). 

Notably, the wild dog populations in both Savé Valley Conservancy and Gonarezhou National Park have 

remained stable and strong for the past few years and can be considered source populations for potential range 

expansion. As such, we not only continue to monitor and safeguard the resident populations, but explore 

options for corridors, connectivity and community buffer zones. 

 

The year 2019 was a challenging one for the economy of Zimbabwe and has put a strain on its people, resources 

and wildlife. Nevertheless, AWCF, have continued to meet our targets and goals and to gather international 

recognition and support for our work allowing us to invest significantly into the future of conservation and 

research in Zimbabwe. We are proud to report consistently strong number of wild dogs, and all large carnivores, 

in both Savé Valley Conservancy and Gonarezhou National Park, as well as many significant project deliverables 

in terms of research, capacity building, and community education and engagement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

African wild dog conservation and population monitoring 

 

We focus on two key conservation areas in the Zimbabwean part of the Greater Limpopo Transfrontier 

Conservation Area (GLTFCA); Savé Valley Conservancy (SVC/the conservancy) and Gonarezhou National Park 

(Gonarezhou/the Park).   

 

2019 has been a challenging year for our resident African wild dogs, and all wildlife, in the midst of Zimbabwe’s 
economic collapse and severe drought, and the knock-on effects thereof. One of the most significant effects has 

been the threat and impact of increased bushmeat poaching with snare wires, as local people struggle to find 

enough food to eat, and make ends meet. 

 

Whilst the wild dog population has remained stable for this year, we have had a number of alpha or dominant 

dogs killed or affected by snare wires leading up to and during the 2019 denning season. This negatively affected 

the ability of packs to provide for their puppies, and in some cases prevented packs from breeding at all, which 

we predict will affect recruitment and possibly the stability of some packs into 2020.   

 

From our comprehensive and direct monitoring of the species, there are 86 adult wild dogs in the conservancy 

(3.5 wild dogs / 100km2). Average wild dog densities across their range are generally lower (average 2.5 wild 

dogs / 100km² across five populations; Pole 1999). In our 2019 denning season, seven out of our 12 resident 

packs denned and gave birth to puppies (compared to 12 denning packs in 2018). A total of 50 puppies were 

born (compared to 110 in 2018). By December 2019 we had recorded 56% pup survival, with 28 of the 50 

puppies surviving to roughly 6 months of age.  

  

See Figure 1 below for the population trend for wild dogs in SVC. 

  

Figure 1: The African Wild Dog population trend in Savé Valley Conservancy (counts include adult and yearling 

wild dogs only from May each year) 
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African wild dogs are doing well in Gonarezhou National Park and display a positive trend. From comprehensive 

and direct monitoring of the species, we recorded a minimum of 117 adults in the Park across 8 packs (7 dens 

found in 2019 and one suspected to have been missed, and including a dispersal group of 5 males), with a 

minimum of 49 puppies born in the 2019 denning season (a total of 166 individuals). This equates to a density 

of 2.4 adult wild dogs/100km2 which is on par with the average wild dog densities in other protected areas 

(average 2.5 dogs/100km2 across 5 populations; Pole 1999).  

 

 

Figure 2: The African Wild Dog population trend in Gonarezhou National Park (wild dog counts are taken from 

October each year and include adult and yearling wild dogs only) 

 

 

A glimpse into life at the den for our resident wild dogs in Gonarezhou National Park! 
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Top to bottom, left to right: Adults and puppies from Chalanda pack socialise at the den, tripping over puppies at 

Galugi pack den, the Nyamtongwe pack alpha female take a bit of time off to relax in between feeding her 

puppies, and Smuggler pack puppies explore their den site.      

 

Monitoring trans-boundary movements and anthropogenic impacts on wild dogs 

 

With our resident wild dogs stable, we are putting more effort into understanding how these stronghold 

populations can contribute to the global conservation of the species, and how GNP and SVC can be sustainable 

and effective protected areas for all wildlife, and what role they both play in the transfrontier landscape. We 

have made the following progress towards the latter: 

 

▪ The 12th and 11th annual large carnivore spoor survey carried out in SVC (October 2019) and GNP 

(September 2019) respectively, contributing to a long-standing data set and providing valuable data for 

ecologists and management 

▪ Pivotal work carried out in the Sengwe corridor (September 2019) south of GNP – with vital results 

being used to inform Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority with regards to re-evaluating 

hunting quotas in the area and assessing the potential for the area to serve as a wildlife corridor 

▪ Pioneer work established on the eastern boundary of the Park and on the Mozambican side. Since 

June 2019 we have been supporting Mutemba safari area in Mozambique, financially and with scientific 

expertise, to collect baseline data on movements of wildlife (particular focus on wild dog and cheetah) 

between the Park and the safari area, as well as on the residency of carnivores in the safari area. Also, to 

begin to understand to what extent the safari area and surrounding community areas can serve as a 

buffer zone to the Park.   

 

We also prioritise monitoring priority packs and likely dispersers through collaring (when funds permit) as 

collar data can provide a wealth of information with regards to movement patterns and habits, landscape and 

habitat preferences and other vital information needed to better understand how wild dogs might utilise the 

land surrounding wildlife areas for connectivity.  
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In 2019 we only had one of the 20 resident packs we monitor fitted with a collar (Baobab Pack in SVC). Baobab 

Pack is currently our biggest pack at 23 individuals (18 adults and 5 puppies), it is also one of our longer-standing 

packs, with an experienced alpha female. As such the pack has significant potential to contribute to the longevity 

of the existing wild dog population in SVC. However, they tend to frequent the edges of the conservancy (which 

increases their chances of encounters with snare wires), and their home range overlaps with neighbouring 

communities and rural villagers who resettled inside SVC during land invasions in the early 2000’s. So, we were 
excited to manage to fit them with a satellite collar in August 2018.  

 

The satellite unit of the collar stopped working in October 2019, but the collar’s VHF unit has been significant in 

helping us to find the pack and check them frequently (we attended to two dogs with snare related injuries in 

this pack in 2019), and also to monitor their movements and protect them as they move through community 

areas - making sure to have our scouts in the field and ready to proactively mitigate any potential issues with 

human-wildlife conflict.  

 

Accidental snaring by bush meat poachers was undoubtedly the greatest direct threat to resident wild dog 

survival in 2019. On average over the past few years, we typically remove snares from four or five African wild 

dogs within a year.  In 2019 we darted and saved 10 wild dogs carrying snare wires (and one buffalo) - that is 

double the average, and there is no doubt that others were caught that we did not know about. 
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Please see below for some of the very destructive wires we had to remove in 2019. 

 

  

 
 

Very promisingly, however, we receive no reports, nor do we hear of, any intentional or deliberate harming of 

wild dogs (through poisoning and the like) by surrounding landowners and farmers. We attribute this to our 

presence in the area and our excellent rapport with local community leaders, aided by the fact that our 

employees are locally employed and well known by the surrounding communities. We are always ready to 

respond and to provide sound advice and assist with appropriate mitigation measures. 

 

Over the next two years we will be increasing our efficacy in collaring, monitoring and knowledge about how 

anthropogenic factors influence wild dogs through a collaborative and international study which is aimed at 

understanding, projecting, and mitigating the impacts of climate change on the endangered African wild dog. 

This is a multi-site study and the research team includes researchers from the UK, South Africa, Kenya, 

Botswana, USA and Switzerland, in addition to the AWCF team in Zimbabwe. The title of the project is: ‘Hot 

Dogs: climate change impacts in an endothermic predator’.  
 

We will be using state of the art collar technology (including ‘daily diary units’) and temperature loggers on the 
wild dogs, as well as collecting detailed climatic data from weather stations. A separate but related project to fit 

tiny cameras to the wild dogs’ collars will help to calibrate the daily diary units (as well as giving us an insight 

into how the dogs move, hunt and interact at night). 

Left to right, top to bottom: A nasty wire is 

removed from Tam from Baobab pack, 

Brioche managed to break out of the wire he 

was caught in but had extensive damage to 

his foot and around his leg which needed to 

be treated, and Choux with a nasty waist 

snare which upon inspection had caused 

severe damage to her abdomen.  
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The project addresses three of the most important fundamental questions in ecology identified by top ecologists 

internationally. First, we shall “upscale detailed processes at the level of individuals into patterns at the 
population scale”, using novel empirical and modelling methods. Second, we shall test “how… interspecific 
interactions affect species responses to global change” by characterising how predation changes in response to 

climate. Finally, we shall explore “what determines whether species adapt, shift their ranges or go extinct in the 
face of rapid environmental change” through insights into mechanisms of climate change impact and 

adaptation. By informing these three fundamental questions, our findings will have general applicability to 

multiple species and ecosystems. 

 

Interspecific competition – investigating the impact of lions on wild dogs  

 

Through our annual large carnivore spoor surveys, we have 12 and 11 years of long-term population trend data 

for lions and wild dogs in SVC and Gonarezhou, respectively. With the densities of wild dogs and lions still 

comparably low in GNP we infrequently record incidents of lion and wild dog conflict, however this is not the 

case in SVC where the densities of both species is notably higher (Figures 1 and 2 above, and Figures 4 and 5 

below). 

 

The history of the SVC has provided a unique environment to study the impact of lions on wild dogs. Soon after 

the conservancy’s demarcation in 1992, wild dogs colonized the area, with lions and spotted hyenas being much 

slower to do so. This resulted in a unique situation where for some time wild dogs outnumbered their superior 

competitors by a considerable margin. This was so unusual that it formed the basis for a PhD study, which has 

provided valuable baseline data for recording changes since then.   

 

The lion population in SVC appears to have stabilised over the last six years at c. 200 lions, with a few natural 

fluctuations. The 2019 survey estimated 205 lions in the conservancy (Figure 4) at a density of 8.4 lions / 

100km². This is in line with densities recorded elsewhere (9.6 lions / 100km² - average over Kruger, Hwange, 

Selous and Serengeti), although in areas notably larger than SVC. 

 

 
Figure 4: Population trend for lions in the Savé Valley Conservancy (2005 – 2019) 
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In Gonarezhou, the 2019 results estimate a population of 112 lions in the whole of the Park (Figure 5), at a 

density of 2.3 lions/100km2. It was emphasised in the 2018 report that last year’s estimate of 181 lions should 

be treated with caution, and an estimate of 112 is more expected and on trend. However, relative to other 

populations (average over Kruger, Hwange, Selous and Serengeti = 9.6 lions/100km2), the estimated density of 

lions in GNP is still fairly low. 

 

 
Figure 5: Population trend for lions in the Gonarezhou National Park (2009 – 2019) 

 

Our research has shown that lions do impact wild dog survival in the lowveld (both directly through killing of 

adults and puppies, and indirectly through competition for resources), although wild dog numbers have 

remained stable at reasonable densities so far 

 

Notably, two relevant papers have been published; 

1. Groom, R. J., Lannas, K. and Jackson, C. R. (2016), The impact of lions on the demography and ecology of 

endangered African wild dogs. Animal Conservation DOI:10.1111/acv.12328 

2. Tensen, L., Groom R.J., Khuzwayo, J. & Jansen van Vuuren, B. (2018) The genetic tale of a recovering lion 

population (Panthera leo) in the Savé Valley region (Zimbabwe): A better understanding of the history and 

managing the future. PLoS ONE 13(2): e0190369. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0190369 

 

 

Education and Outreach in the schools surrounding GNP and SVC 

 

Alongside our important predator monitoring and research, we also have a multifaceted and effective education 

and outreach program (focused on rural schools’ education) and human-wildlife coexistence and engagement 

work. Both these programs were developed in light of the fact that wildlife conservation cannot happen in 

isolation, and recognising that community education, engagement, and providing opportunities for livelihood 

development and improvement are equally as important. 

 

All our work is done under permits from the Ministry of Education, and we have formal support letters from the 

Provincial Education Director, the District Education Officers, and signed MOUs with the Rural District Councils.  
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Please see below for a summary of our major achievements in 2019: 

 

Conservation awareness in schools 

Our schools’ program (through which we support 108 rural primary schools and c. 6,000 students) is 

multifaceted and includes conservation awareness and DVD program, literacy and library program, a secondary 

school scholarship program, organised field and day trips, and a pilot conservation club program. Our education 

officers work tirelessly and with admirable commitment to visit all of our schools at least three times during the 

year (deliver lessons, provide and follow up on resources, engage with the teachers and children etc.). 

Evaluation quizzes and literacy tests are carried out at specific times of the year contributing to a long-term data 

set and helping us to evaluate the effectiveness of our programs.  

 

  
Our education officers hard at work teaching the scholars about African wild dogs and conservation 

 

 

Importantly, our annual survey tests are showing a consistent improvement (25% on average) in children’s 
knowledge and understanding of, and attitudes towards, wild dogs and other large carnivores and 

conservation in general after one year of exposure to our program and resources (Figure 6). 

 

 
Figure 6: Overall percentage increase in children’s knowledge and understanding of, and attitudes towards, wild 
dogs and other large carnivores and conservation in general. The same children were surveyed a year apart. N = 

average of 353 students (over seven years).  
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Conservation-focussed engagement activities and in situ exposure to wildlife areas for scholars and 

teachers 
 

A key aspect of our work is recognising the importance of finding ways to bring to life the lessons and 

resources that the children are exposed to through our program, and to stimulate their interest in 

conservation learning. As such, we prioritise providing opportunities for the children in our program to visit 

wildlife areas and experience wildlife and nature first-hand, as well as to engage with them through fun and 

rewarding conservation focused activities (e.g. our annual cluster competitions). Equally as important, is to 

provide teachers with the practical knowledge and first-hand experience of wildlife and wild places, so that they 

may be armed with the right information to pass onto their peers and scholars. The latter can only be achieved 

through training and in situ exposure to conservation areas.  

 

In 2019 we carried out 27 of our very popular day trips for scholars and adult community members into GNP 

and SVC. The trips accommodated members from District Schools Inspector’s offices, primary school heads and 

teachers (115 delegates in total), councillors, village heads and committee members (25 delegates in total), and 

580 students. We exceeded our previous total of 12 day trips per year providing significantly more children and 

adult community members with the opportunity to experience both SVC and GNP first-hand!  

 

 
 Students thoroughly enjoying themselves on their day trips in GNP and SVC, and learning a lot! 

 

In 2019 we arranged two cluster competitions for schools around SVC and, for the first time ever, another two 

cluster competitions around GNP. The four competitions included 26 primary schools and directly involved 270 

children, 68 teachers and over 151 community members. During these competitions groups of students 

competed against each other on several tasks. Including; using their creativity to make life-like wild dog models, 

their knowledge of large carnivores to create and present large carnivore posters, their passion to write and 

recite conservation poems, and their understanding of AWCF delivered conservation lessons to complete a final 

quiz.  
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Left to right: Some of the unique and life-size wild dog models created by the students, Goko Primary scholars are 

ecstatic to be the winners of their local cluster competition, and the children’s knowledge and creativity shown in 
developing and presenting their posters to their peers and wider community is impressive 

 

The competitions not only create an entertaining and competitive ground for pupils to test their knowledge, it 

also creates an educational ground for the wider attending community to learn about large carnivore 

conservation. Our annual cluster competitions are recognized and loved by the schools and communities we 

support and undoubtedly help to engender positive attitudes towards wildlife, conservation and African wild 

dogs. Please see below from Ms Vushangwe, school head of Goko Primary; 

 

“On behalf of all the teachers, I want to thank the AWCF for what they have done for us and our learners; we see 

these prizes as incentives for our conservation efforts. We will continue to nurture our learners to be 

ambassadors of conservation in their communities. Apart from encouraging competition which is a driver for 

excellence, the prizes will also encourage our learners to appreciate and protect wildlife now that they have seen 

its benefits”. 

 

Over the past year we also began the initial training for a pilot conservation club program we are developing 

with the schools. Twenty-six of the 108 schools that AWCF supports through extensive and multifaceted 

education programs have voluntarily established fledgling conservation clubs, but lack the materials, correct 

information, and experienced personnel to run them effectively. The framework is there, the potential is there; 

it just needs to be harnessed.  

 

Over the past year we have worked with an experienced educator (Lorraine Craik) who designed 30 lesson plans 

which are being trialed in two of our schools (Mkwasine Primary School and Mwanyisa Primary School) that 

already have relatively operational conservation clubs, spearheaded by passionate teachers. In late 2019 we 

held a teacher feedback session and onsite visit with the two schools to really tweak the lessons and materials 

with regards to their usefulness and practicality in a rural school’s context.  
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It was incredibly beneficial to discuss with the teachers which lessons had worked well and which needed to be 

adapted, as well as to see and learn about all the fun they had enjoyed carrying out the lessons with their clubs 

 

The next step will be to facilitate workshops with other schools so that we may begin to slowly extend our 

support of conservation clubs to all 26 primary schools (starting with 15 in 2020) that currently have these clubs 

established. A second stage will be to work progressively with the other 82 schools to establish conservation 

clubs from the beginning. 

 

We have been working with the schools for over seven years now, and it is wonderful to see how the children 

and teacher’s passion for, and knowledge of, conservation has been enriched! We are starting to report on 
many examples of behavioural change and tangible benefits for the schools, including; children from Pore Pore 

rescuing drowning wild dog puppies in 2016, schools creating conservation themed murals at their schools and 

more recently an initiative of Mbuya Nehanda Primary to develop a new garden at their school to grow 

vegetables and trees (to be planted) to support their local community and improve the habitat around their 

school.  

 

 
Mbuya Nehanda’s new garden ready for planting - AWCF provided support for the fencing 
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Establishing libraries in schools 

This is initiative aims to assist with literacy and improve student’s reading skills, as well as a love of learning 
through access to fun and interesting books, many of which have a conservation bias. At the end of 2017 we 

completed our mission of providing 107 primary schools supported by the program with fully stocked and 

functional libraries. We also received another container load of books in June 2018 which enabled us to stock 

libraries in the 10 key secondary schools we support around Gonarezhou and SVC (117 schools in total with 

libraries), as well as provide ‘top up’ book supplies to those primary schools with the capacity to facilitate 
bigger libraries, or schools that open their libraries to the wider community.  

 

The above has been achieved through a very fruitful partnership and collaboration with the Zambezi 

Schoolbook Project for the past five years. The Zambezi Schoolbook Project has organised and facilitated the 

donation of many hundreds of thousands of books to date, and more recently has been helping us to provide 

solar panels and lamps to schools and students for reading and learning purposes.  

 

Very encouragingly, we are starting to see significant benefits with regards to the improvement of scholar’s 
literacy and comprehension since the establishment of libraries in schools (Figure 7). 

  

 

Figure 7: Schools with AWCF established libraries show improved Grade 7 end of year pass rates. N = average 

across 62 schools 

 

Literacy solar lamps and solar panels 

As an extension of our partnership with the Zambezi Schoolbook Project, and thanks to very generous 

donations of the Bourke Family Foundation, we have been able to provide the schools we support with 5000 

solar lamps and 13 schools with solar panels for lighting entire classrooms/libraries. The solar lights are helping 

children to continue their studies at night or when borrowing library books to read at home (most of the 

students in our schools program live in rural areas where there is no electricity), and the solar panels are a 

significant help in facilitating the use of the school libraries for after hours studying, and to assist with adult 

literacy in community members.  
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Solar panel received in December 2018 delivered to Muvava Primary in January 2019 

 

Shortly after our distribution of solar lamps and solar panels began (2015/2016) we started receiving feedback 

from schools attributing an increase in annual pass rates to the fact that with the added provision of 

lighting, students were able to draw more benefit from the libraries and their studies. 

 

To ascertain and understand how the provision of solar lighting influenced pass rates, three schools (Chedutu, 

Muvava and Ndunduma) with both a good student to solar lamp ratio and solar panels were selected. Average 

pass rates dating two years before the introduction of the lamps (2013 to 2014) were compared with average 

pass rates after the introduction of solar lamps (2015-2018). In all the selected schools, an increase in pass 

rates has been observed (20% average improvement in pass rates). 

 

Please also see below from one of our secondary school scholarship students (who each have a solar lamp and 

use them continuously for every study session), Patricia Chidzemwe. Patricia has used her solar lamp for five 

years now and can attest to the direct benefit of the lamp: 

 

“Due to the current economic hardship my parents cannot afford any form of lighting that can help me to read 

through the night. If it was not for the solar lamp, I would not have been able to acquire good results at “O” 
level. The lights helped me to read throughout the night, I am now doing my “A” Level and I am still using the 
solar light to study. With the help of the solar light I have confidence that I will excel again and acquire 

excellent “A” level results”. 

 

Providing scholarships for students to attend secondary school 
 

Our scholarship program continues to go from strength to strength and to date, after taking on more students 

at the end of 2019, we support 33 students. We offer scholarship bursaries to excelling students among the 

selected primary schools in our schools’ program. Students under the scholarship programme have their 

secondary tuition fees paid for, and are provided with uniforms at the beginning of form 1, 3 and 5. Our support 

also extends to providing extra lessons and stationery supplies (where needed) for the students, and to help pay 

for accommodation and in some cases food, should children need to attend schools far from their family homes.  
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These children are all needy, and none of the students would have had the opportunity to attend secondary 

school without our support. The students are known as Predator Scholars, in order to maintain the link between 

the wildlife and the benefit. 

 

 
Our supported predator scholars at Chishakwe Ranch in Savé Valley Conservancy (September 2019)  

 

As part of our support of the students, we organise a week-long annual conservation awareness and 

leadership course for them. During this field course, we aspire to educate the children about conservation and 

sustainable resource practices, leadership and team-building skills, and tow to be conservation ambassadors in 

their communities. Students are treated to game drives and site-seeing as an enjoyable and educational perk of 

being in a wildlife area. Our course coordinator (Dolf Sasseen), professional guides, and AWCF staff/scouts have 

a wealth of knowledge and experience in the bush, providing students with a fantastic opportunity to learn in 

depth knowledge about wildlife and conservation. Additionally, it allows the students to witness first-hand the 

animals we are encouraging them to conserve, thus boosting their appreciation and enthusiasm for wildlife. 

 

Most recently we have split the annual field course for the scholars so that we can begin to extend the learning 

and leadership development of the older students without jeopardizing the potential for the younger scholars to 

learn. In 2019 we reshaped the course for the older students to include sessions on career guidance (assisted by 

Magreath Manyunga), professional conduct, how to put together a CV and an acceptable cover letter, and how 

to conduct oneself in an interview. The latter proved incredibly beneficial for the scholars (5 of whom wrote A 

levels end of 2019 and will be seeking employment or opportunities to study further) as none of the students 

had been exposed to this sort of training or information before. 
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Engagement, Education and Outreach in the communities surrounding GNP  
 

Alongside our education work in the communities around SVC and the Park, we oversee and run a 

comprehensive and extensive human-wildlife coexistence project around Gonarezhou National Park. This 

project is a joint initiative between us (AWCF), the Gonarezhou Conservation Trust, and the WILD Programme.   

 

The project actively strives to reduce human-wildlife conflict (HWC) around Gonarezhou by having dedicated 

monitors who move through the neighbouring community wards and respond to each and every reported case 

of conflict (24 hours a day!). We also facilitate biannual sets of HWC workshops held in all 14 wards, which is an 

opportunity for community members to discuss which animals are most problematic in their wards, and to 

speak with trained professionals on the best and most ‘conservation aware’ way to deal with the conflict. We 

also provide on the ground support at the household level (e.g. helping to rebuild community cattle kraals, 

planting chilli farms to scare away elephant). This program is proving to be incredibly beneficial in strengthening 

community relationships with the Park, and helping to change community attitudes and reactions towards 

issues of HWC. Indeed, 2019 was another successful year. 

 

The team received and responded to (verbally or in person) 359 reports from community members about 

incidents of human wildlife conflict (HWC) in 2019 (January – December 2019). Of these reports, 209 (58%) were 

related to conflict with predators (killing/injuring of livestock), 144 (40%) were related to crop raiding/loss, and 6 

reports (2%) involved a threat to human life or injury (which in one reported case resulted in death). 

 

Clockwise: Learning from their peers and developing 

public speaking skills, Scholars diligently record all 

that they learn, and some of the older scholars 

challenge each other during a debate session 

(September 2019) 
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Reported HWC incidents around Gonarezhou National Park in 2019 

 

The human wildlife coexistence project has been in place for the last three years, and our now long-term data is 

providing incredibly useful trends and information which has enabled us to shape our engagement with 

communities and truly help them mitigate conflict with wildlife. For example, we know that most livestock 

loss/attacks happen when the animals are left outside of the enclosure at night. As such, we have heavily 

prioritised advising and working with communities to strengthen their enclosures and religiously kraal their 

cattle at night. In wards where this messaging has gained traction we have witnessed in a loss in reported 

attacks on livestock by predators at night (see below). 

 

We continue to see evidence that our work and time spent engaging with the communities is significantly 

helping to mitigate HWC. Please see below for some of our success stories in 2019.  

 

▪ Elephants are the greatest (over 60%) conflict species when it comes to crop raiding/loss. As such, we 

have been working with communities to develop sustainable and effective mitigation measures 

achievable at the local/rural landscape.  

The 1st chilli brick project was initiated by a landowner in Ward 15 during the 2018 – 2019 season 

(under the tutelage of one of our HWC monitors). The project had positive results and elephants were 

deterred about c.2km away from owner’s field whenever the bricks were burnt, whereas prior to that 
the crops were raided on an almost weekly basis. Currently in the same ward, attesting to their 

effectiveness, 78 chilli bricks have already been moulded in preparation for the 2019 – 2020 season. The 

success of the project in this ward has resulted in its expansion to other wards; with another almost 200 

chilli bricks having been moulded in three additional wards. 

 

▪ Ward 10, which used to experience high levels of livestock predation, have reported a marked decrease 

in livestock losses after implementing the mitigation measures taught during the human-wildlife 

coexistence workshops by our team. They reported 19 episodes of human-wildlife conflict in the past 

40%

58%

2%

Crop loss/raiding Livestock loss/injury Human threat/injury (1 fatality)
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year, compared to 28 previously (2018). Importantly, none of the 19 reported incidents occurred inside 

a kraal, after our team worked with the community to develop and construct proper predator proof 

kraals. 

 

▪ A pangolin was recovered by community members in ward 12 and handed back to Parks authority. A 

true testament to the effectiveness of the program and communities understanding the value and 

importance of endangered species. 

 

▪ There has been a reduction in human fatalities as a result of human- wildlife conflict. Over the past year 

we experienced 1 loss of human life (crocodile attack), whereas previously (2018) 3 people died. 

 

The above is a testament to the value of this work, both for improving the livelihoods of the communities 

around the Park, and for safeguarding Zimbabwe’s precious wildlife. We only expect more success and greater 
impact as the project strengthens over time.  

 

Reducing the threat from rabies through domestic dog vaccination campaigns  

 

Given the close proximity of high density communities, and associated domestic dog populations, to the 

boundaries of both SVC and Gonarezhou, regular rabies vaccination campaigns are a must. We targeted a new 

priority area in 2019, Chiredzi District. Chiredzi was identified as a priority area due to concerning reports of 

domestic dogs suspected to be infected with the virus, and after reports of people dying from the virus.  

Please see below from the Village Chairman of Levanga.  

 

“I am very grateful; we were now afraid of our dogs because they were not vaccinated against rabies. Last 

month we lost two people to rabies and as a preventative measure, villagers were now randomly killing dogs 

suspected of carrying rabies. Now that our dogs are vaccinated my people will stop this inhumane act of killing 

dogs. May you continue with this good work and in return I will encourage my community to protect wild dogs”. 

 

We organised two campaigns, in collaboration with Veterinarians for Animal Welfare Zimbabwe, in May and 

August 2019. A total of 2,326 domestic dogs were vaccinated across 10 community wards. 

 

The benefit of these campaigns extends beyond just reducing the chance of disease transmission from domestic 

dogs to wildlife, but brings about positive change for the human welfare and livelihoods of the affected 

communities.  
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Left to right: A positive turnout by the communities, and a VAWZ member vaccinates a dog 

 

The AWCF team are always present to assist the vets as needed and to discuss with community members the 

risk of the rabies virus and the importance of vaccinating their dogs annually, both for their own health, and to 

safeguard wildlife in neighbouring protected areas.   

 

 
AWCF’s Victor Chibaya engages with community members during the campaign  
 

Supporting anti-poaching efforts to mitigate snaring as a cause of wild dog decline  

 

This objective we address daily and as the needs arise. As demonstrated under section 1, snaring is a 

considerable cause of wild dog mortality, and 2019 was a particularly bad year. We continue to support and 

extend current anti-poaching efforts (removing snares from the field, reporting criminal activity and supporting 

local anti-poaching units where possible) within both SVC and Gonarezhou to mitigate the threat from snaring as 

a cause of wild dog decline, and to reduce the threat of snares to other wildlife. Given the endangered status of 

wild dogs we cannot afford to be losing these animals to snare wires. 

 

In 2019, in addition to saving 10 wild dogs from a certain death from snaring, we removed 114 snare wires 

from the field, and assisted the SVC anti-poaching unit with additional snare removal sweeps to reduce the 

threat to all wildlife.  
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Conclusion 

 

AWCF is invested long-term in the conservation of African wild dogs and all wildlife, and we are fully dedicated 

to our work and programs in the Zimbabwean lowveld. As illustrated above, we are producing many meaningful 

and significant benefits for the conservation of local wildlife, and for the upliftment of the local people. We will 

never stop striving to find ways to improve or adapt our approaches so that we may continue to make a tangible 

and sustainable contribution to the conservation of Africa’s precious wildlife.    
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